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A LETTER FROM OUR BOARD CHAIR

Dear Friends of Bri's Lodge,

As we reflect on the past year at Bri's Lodge, we are reminded of the profound impact our
organization has had on the lives of those navigating the difficult journey of grief. The
death of someone you love changes your life forever, and the path to healing is seldom
straightforward. Much like the wilderness of Minnesota—with its vast fields, winding rivers,
serene lakes, and dense forests—grief takes us through unexpected twists and turns. Yet,
just as one can find their way out of the wilderness, there is a path to healing, and Bri's
Lodge is dedicated to guiding individuals through their unique grief journeys.

This year, our commitment to ensuring that no one grieves alone has been stronger than
ever. We have supported countless individuals, helping them cope with loss, nurture their
physical and emotional well-being, and ultimately, find hope for the future. Our holistic
approach—engaging the five senses and addressing the mind, body, and spirit—has been
instrumental in helping our community members learn to integrate their loss in healthy
ways.

Looking forward, we remain steadfast in our mission to be companions to those in need.
Our team at Bri's Lodge will continue to create safe and supportive environments where
individuals can honor themselves and their loved ones. We will persist in our dedication to
understanding grief and providing the necessary resources and support to foster healing.

As we embark on another year, we are filled with hope and determination. We are
committed to expanding our reach and enhancing our programs to better serve our
community. Together, we can navigate the wilderness of grief and emerge stronger, more
resilient, and with a renewed sense of purpose.

Thank you for your continued support and trust in Bri's Lodge. We look forward to the
journey ahead and to making a positive difference ensuring no-one grieves alone.

Warm regards,

Droos Pl

Bruce Powlish
Board Chair Bri's Lodge



MISSION

VISION

VALUES

Bri's Lodge helps individuals cope with loss,
supports their healing, nurtures their physical
and emotional well-being, and brings hope for
the future. No one should grieve alone.

Be the leading resource and support for
individuals and families on their grief journey.

COMPASSION

Appreciating the difficulty of your grief journey by
nurturing you to a place of hope and healing through
love, empathy and understanding.

COMMUNITY

Fostering diverse and inclusive connections to provide
a sense of belonging to grieving individuals and
families.

INDIVIDUALIZED

Providing a tailored experience with a unique,
respectful and non-judgmental approach; meeting you
wherever you are on your grief journey.

PASSIONATE

Unwavering dedication, providing the highest quality
of care and support along your grief journey.



GRIEF BY THE NUMBERS

2.8 Million 51,222
Deaths Occur Deaths'
Annually in the occurred in

United States MUIAEEEE I
(Center for Disease Control and Prevention) 2022

On Average, five people grieve the death of a single person in the United States. This
means around 13 million people experience grief each year.

40% 1in5
of bereaved Individuals
individuals report Experience
feeling isolated prolonged grief
or alone disorder

(American Psychiatric Association)




OUR TEAM

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Bruce Powlish........eennee., Board Chair
Abby LietZaU......eeeeeeene Vice Chair
Steven Pignato......eee. Treasurer
Jessica Tunnell....en.. Secretary
Julie Keller-Dornbusch..................... Board Member
Natasha OrbecK.....nne, Board Member
Annie Henriksen.......eecennns Board Member
Dr. Zurya ANjUM....eeeeeeeeeveeeene, Board Member
Tami Kruzel... s Executive Director / Facilitator
Kalli Kruzel...eeeeaes Executive Assistant / Facilitator
Julie Keller-Dornbusch........................ 1.1 Companion & Facilitator
Gayle Brown-Olson.......cc.... 11 Companion
TOoNIAa MACIE)ueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeern, Facilitator
Dr. Zurya ANjUM....ceeeeeeeeeeeeeerenen Facilitator
Pam Frakes.... e, Facilitator
Virginia TagnNey...nnerrnnenns Facilitator



Companioning is not a medical treatment model of assessing,
1:1 analyzing, fixing, or resolving but about providing a space for you to
Companioning ;hare your feglmgs in response to your profounql loss. Companioning
is anchored in respecting and exploring the uniqueness of your loss

while allowing you to share your grief and how it impacts you.

Healing Touch is a nurturing energy therapy that promotes healing

by balancing the body's energy fields. Through gentle hand Healing
techniques, it supports physical, emotional, and spiritual well-being, Touch
helping to reduce stress, alleviate pain, and enhance overall health.

In collaboration with Angel Reins Stable, Bri's Lodge provides a Grief
Horses Equine Assisted Activities Program where grieving individuals can go
Healing for hope and healing. Individuals will be able to go to the stables at

Angels Reins to connect with the horses. Whether that is through
petting them, brushing them or just being in their presence. People
of all ages are eligible to register.

Hearts

Our support groups offer a safe place for people to share their
journey after the loss of their loved one. Our groups are organized to
support you no matter where you are in your journey. Learning Support
about the grieving process is an important part of healing and Groups
learning from others can assist you in understanding your own
journey.

We host workshop events at our office space for community
members to participate in throughout the year. These include
building memory bears, shadow boxes, and Chakra Connections -
with more planned as we continue to grow.

Workshops

Scan Here if you are interested in
receiving support from Bri's Lodge




AN EVENING OF
HOPE: HOPE
GROWS HERE

Thank you to our
Evening of Hope
Sponsors!

$1,500
Craig Kapsner Construction

Kensington Bank
Affinity Plus Credit Union

$500
Albany American Legion

Woodlands Health and BRL ’ $28,000

Performance

Income

Lyon Sheet Metal & Heating
Blattner Energy

Sobieski Lions Yening of Yo
IN SUPPORT OF BRI'S LODGE,
A PROGRAM OF WHAT WOULD BR

APRIL 6, 2024 9 st oac, 1o b 1)

Together with ERIC-The
Tenvoordee Family Foundation

McDowall Company Attendees

Bri's Lodge Board of Directors
In Memory of Darlene Kruzel



OUR EVENTS

RAYS OF HOPE
DAY: WALK &
PICKLEBALL
TOURNAMENT

WAITE PARK
FAMILY FUN FEST
PARADE

Bri's Lodge hosted their 6th annual walk and st
pickleball tournament! There were 50 walkers and
6 pickleball teams. During the walk, there were
activities for children, was a short program, and
participants had the opportunity to lay a white
carnation at the Angel of Hope in memory of their
loved ones lost. During the tournament, teams
played round robin style for Ist, 2nd and 3rd place.
Teams raised funds in preparation for the event and
the team that brought in the most money won a
gift card! Funds raised from this event was $3,480.
There were 9 volunteers who put in 3-4 hours each

for a total of 36 volunteer hours.

WITH GREAT LOVE, COMES GREAT GRIEF
Bri's Lodge made a splash at the Waite Park Family Fun
Fest Grand Day Parade! Thanks to the efforts of Abby
Lietzau and Kalli Kruzel, the event helped spread the
word about Bri's Lodge. With candy, bubbles, and a
creative Spiderman-themed entry, the team had a blast

connecting with the community.
9



OUR EVENTS

ENDLESS HOPE

KRUZIN’ FOR
BRI'S LODGE

The Endless Hope event was held in collaboration with
permanent jewelry company, Endless August, LLC. The event
was held on the sidewalk outside of Mackenzie's Boutique in
Sartell, Minnesota. Endless August, LLC offered an exclusive
“Hope” connector for the event. This special piece could be
attached to a choice of chain and made into an anklet,
bracelet, or necklace. 30% of the proceeds from the sale of
this connector went to Bri's Lodge. In total, $150 was raised
from the sales, and Endless August, LLC matched that
donation for a total of $300 raised. The event was organized
by board members Abby Lietzau and Virgina Tagney.

¥

Endless August

I3 BRI'S

—— LODGE

Our 6th Annual Car Show
took place at Trobec's in
Saint Stephen, MN this

summer. We extend our §&3

deepest appreciation tO e
Trobec's for the -
continued partnership
and hospitality. We __
featured a variety of cars,™ i <
trucks and motorcycles.




OUR EVENTS

CANDLELIGHT
VIGIL

Angel of Hope Story

The Christmas Box Angel of Hope was first
introduced to the world in the international best-
selling book and hit television movie "The Christmas
Box", written by Richard Paul Evans. The original
Angel of Hope statue, inspired by the book, was
dedicated on December 6th, 1994 in Salt Lake City,
Utah. With the face of a child, upturned palms and
outstretched wings, the Angel of Hope offers solace
to the grieving. The angel stands as a symbol of hope
and healing for parents and families who have
experienced the death of a loved one. Look closely at
the angel’s right wing and see the word “Hope.” Each
year, individuals and agencies in support of grieving
parents sponsor new statues to be placed
throughout the world. Remember, everyone is a child
of someone.

Ceremony

During this free event, attendees say the names of
the loved one(s) they have lost and lay a flower at the
Angel of Hope. Memorial video is played of attendees
who have submitted a picture(s) of the loved ones
they have lost

At the end of the evening, attendees are provided
with refreshments and desserts. Before leaving, each
attendee is gifted a personalized ornament in
remembrance of the loved one(s) they have lost.



BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS:
2025 BRIANNA KRUZEL GROWING UP BIG

AWARD RECIPIENT

JENNA SCAPANSK]

B | \ N
Y 1IN

Congratulations to the 2024 BriAnna Kruzel Growing
Up Big Award winner, Jenna Scapanski!

Jenna was a High School Big during her time at Foley
High School, and that time as a mentor helped shape
her whole career path as she pursued a degree in
psychology, and spent the first 10 years of her
professional life working with kids. Jenna says that
being a part of BBBS gave her a sense of purpose, and
that whether she's assisting with school work or giving
kids a space to express their feelings, being a source of
stability for kids is important to her and she is grateful
for the opportunities she has to be a positive influence

for kids. 12




OUR IMPACT

196 CLIENTS SUPPORTED THROUGH
SERVICES THIS YEAR.

Number of Attendees in 2024 Attendess
Healing Hearts, 9% er, 1%

Other, 1%
ars, 2%
19% ‘

sFemale =Male =Child




OUR DONORS

$5,000.00+

The Janel Morgan Team
Thrivent Financial

$2,500.00+

Owens Night Out
The Waters Church

$1,000.00+

SCR Inc (St. Cloud Refrigeration)
Anonymous

Scheel's

St. Cloud Eagle's Club #622
Craig Kapsner Construction
Affinity Plus Federal Credit Union
Kensington Bank

Anderson, Gina

Sobieski Lions

Sauk Rapids VFW Post 692
Tunnell, Warren & Colleen
Anonymous Donors

$500.00+

American Legion Al Besemann Post 482
Blattner Company

Butler, Dennis

Father Pierz Assembly 530

Lyon Sheet Metal & Heating Inc
McDowall Company

St. Cloud Area Sertoma Club

Together with Eric- Tenvoorde Family Foundation
Wenzel, Dennis & Janelle

Woodlands Chiropractic, P.A.
Anonymous

2/29 TH Field Artillary SVC BTRY Batalion
Maintenance

Maciej, Ed & Misty

$250.00+

Lang, Amanda

Rahn's Oil & Propane
Endless August
Anonymous

3M

Ringwelski, Jerome & Kaye
Brisse, Allen

Deanne & Thomas Leither Family Fund
Johannes, Chris & Jamie
Keller, Jeff

Kovall, Fred & Jessie

Sauk Rapids Lions Club
Fabral

$100.00+

Betts, Jeri

Zak, Tom & Rebecca

Kruzel, Dylan & Marlee
Schmidt, Larry & Aletha
Stearns County Abstract & Title Co.
Anonymous

Windschitl, Kimberly
Brown-Olson, Gayle
Hildebrant, Dean

Posch, Frank & Sharon
Tagney, Burke & Virginia

The Holiday Inn Express/Three Bears
Waterpark

Kruzel, Ron and Deb
Slimmer, Dory

Voigt, Lara

Blommel, Jim & Denise
Blonigen, Don & Lois
Buschy, Bredan

Danger, Stephanie
Dickmann, Derrick & NikKki
Edstrom, Todd & Arlene
Johnson, Jacqueline
Johnson, Kim

Knights of Columbus 5548
Malakowsky, Mike & Michelle
McClure, David & Diane
Nagel, Todd

Neu, Marv & Brittianee
Pilarski, Holly

Pleasureland RV

Schmidt, Janel

Specialized Health & Safety Management, LLC
Stachowski, Dan & Cathy
Trisko, Larry & Terry

United Health Group

$0 - $75

Anonymous

Patterson, Adam

Flahave, Patty

Skozen, Josh

Hansmann, Wayne & Karen
Anderson Trucking Service
Dickmann, Randy & Pat
Gunderson, David & Patti
Hegna, Knute & Marie
Kruzel, Kimberly

Kuhlman, Brad & Ruth
Lesniak, Becky

Luedtke, Eilleen

Lund, Kathy

Malakowsky, Mitchell & Jennifer
Martens, Daniel & Karen
Marty, Paul & Mary

14



OUR DONORS

McNab, Nate

Mid Minnesota Federal Credit Union

Nelson, Kent & Barb
Neumann, Darla

Powlish Vincent & Jill
Staple, Lorrie

Voss, Vernon & Rachelle
Worzala, William & Tracey
Yourczek, Pete & Audrey
Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Schlichting, Jocelyn
Creative Apparatus, LLC
Hansmann, Mark
Keller-Dornbusch, Julie
Dukowitz, Laura

Fussy, Paul & Sandy
Heimerl, Darren & Shurri
Kruzel, Troy

Posch, Paul

Will, James & Jane
Ledbetter, Charlie & Dianne
Southerland, Lee & Donna
Crew Carwash

Czech, Alli & Tunnell, Blake
Pierce, Robert & Sandra
Kapsner, Craig & Stacy
Brinkman, Al & Carol
Carlson, Richard & Kristine
Kruzel, Tom & Janet
Lauer, Glen

Anonymous

Ablan, Cherie

Czech, Ron & Janice
Czech, Sylvester & Lucille
Dickman, Kim

Erickson, Karen

Fussy, Frank & Karen
Gauthier, Rachel

Grover, Gene & Sarah
Haglund, Patrice

Heisick, John & Ruth
Hennes, Lambert

Hurdt, Dan & Pam
Johnson, Michael & Debra
Jurgens, Roland & Betty
Krenz, Jennifer

Kuhl, Brenno & Stephanie
Larsen, Dennis & Sandra
Marty, Frank & Dori
Mayer, Deb

Parker, Rachel

Patterson, Marilyn

Reilly, Deb

Schafer, Marlene
Schneider, Tony & Gail
Seelen, Jason & Edie
Sitzman, Mary

Lordeen & Thomas Sowada
Scott & Barbara Thompson
Uphus, Isaac & Jill
Virnig, Jason & Karla
Burgardt, Brian & Kathy
Hanson, Tim & Theresa
Marciniak, Geraldine
Overfors, Mark

Posch, Mark & Cheryl
Anonymous

Haselby, Mark & Spencer, Marla
Benkofske, Maleah
Bertrand, Monica
Wegman, Jake & Nina
Kruzel, Randy & Tami
Casey, Diane

Iburg, Dan

Jackson, Janet

Olson, Taylor & Kristin
Orth, Mary

Pope, Scott

Reeland, Dale
Sundstrom, Sharon
Tangredi, Julie

Zimmer, Joel

Zoffka, John & Colleen
Anonymous

Lietzau, Logan & Abby
Hansmann, Chance
Hoeschen, Don & Jackie
Geer, Jenny

Walmart




IN KIND DONORS

$10,000.00+
GLT Architects

$2,500.00+

Selfless Senior Care

$1,000.00+
RLLR, LLC

Sartell Tax Service & Accounting Services

Schmidt, Bill & Kristin
Plumhoff, Jinae
Thompson, Jason

$500.00+

Resiliency Coaching

Tito's Handmade Vodka
Southerland, Lee & Donna
Great Theatre

Craig Kapsner Construction
Total Wine & More

Tri County Broadcasting
Helling, Nancy
Hansmann, Mark
Ellingson, Mindy

Gasser, Jim

McGowan, Mary

Miller, Derek & Laura
Schaefer, Marlene

Simon, Ashley

Turch, Nicole

Schafer, Marlene

$250.00+

Wegman, Jake & Nina
Anjum, Shakeel & Zurya
Starbucks East

Henriksen, Annie

Reinert, Jesse

D.J. Bitzan Jewelers
Degerstrom, Sean & Amy
Mystic Lake Casino Hotel
Prom, Elaine

Magnifi Financial, Waite Park

Rick Bronson's House of Comedy

Scheel's
Minnesota Twins
Sieben, Mike & Juli
Target

$100.00

Costco

Daylily Spa and Salon
Gerber, Mindy
Grandstay Hotel & Suites
Kwik Trip

Shaw, Michelle

Shepherd of the Pines Lutheran Church

St. Cloud Country Club
W R Home Company
Keller-Dornbusch, Julie
Coborn's

Eagle's Landing

Midsota Trailer Sales
Midway Iron

Tractor Supply Co.
Rudolph's Redneck Roost
Blaze Credit Union
Geppert Holistic Healing
Minnesota Vikings

MN Timberwolves

Pizza Ranch

Women Of Today

Zwack, Robert
Anonymous

Kruzel, Randy & Tami
Ringwelski, Jerome & Kaye
Shady's Sunset Bay
Valleyfair

Matvik, Eric & Ann

Bent Paddle Brewing Co
Minser Chiropractic Clinic
Texas Roadhouse
Tagney, Burke & Virginia
Hansmann, Wayne & Karen
Mister Car Wash

Albany Bowling Center
Chick-Fil-A

Coyote Moon Crille

Fleet Farm

Lommel, Gladys

Rumors Bar & Grill
Runnings

Turch, Peggy

Westside Liquor
Anonymous

$50.00+

Jersey Mike's Subs
MacKenzie's
Skatin' Place
Brenner, Annie
Little Caesars

McDonald's Meats

Minnesota Wild

Geise, David & Reller, Heidi
Rose Jewelers

The Pantry

Thielen Meats of Little Falls
Great Lakes Aquarium
Starbucks

Bernick's

Jackpot Junction

Foiled Salon

Hakuna Massaga

St. Cloud Rox

Spiritz Liquor

Minnesota Renaissance Festival
Mongo's Grill

All Stars Sports Bar & Grill
Arby's

Orbeck, Steve & Cheryl
Paramount Center for the Arts
Precision Motorsports

Raising Cane's Chicken Fingers
St. Cloud State University
Intercollegiate Athletics
Topgolf

Woods Farmer Seed & Nursery

$25.00

Glensheen

Hines, Tara

Olde Brick House
Minnesota State Fair

Angel Reins Stable

St. Paul Saints Baseball Club
Montag, Dave & Betty
Rollie's

Shady's Long Shots

St. Joseph's Meat Market
Woltman, Dennis & AnnaMae
Crew Carwash

Disc Golf Today

Jacobs, lone

Leann Chin

Manea's Meat

Freddy's Frozen Custard &
Steakburgers

Granite City Food & Brewery
Papa Murphy's

Hoeschen, Don & Jackie

El Loro Mexican Restaurant
HR Pesty's

Zenzen, Neal & Theresa




Abby Lietzau

Alli Czech
Amanda Zander
Amy Anderson
Amy W

Angie Swenson
Annie Brenner
Audrey Zenzen
Austin Johnson
Ava Swenson
Avalyn Dornbush
Betty Otremba
Blake Hoeschen
Blake Tunnell
Brandon Kruzel
Brandon Richards
Bruce Powlish
Burke Tagney
Cathy Harper
Colleen Burton
Danielle Hoeschen
Darla Hamann
Deb Spencer
Denise Baron
Diamond Moore
Dion Bethune
Don Hoeschen
Donna Southerland
Erin Lauer

Gayle Brown Olson
Gerry Maciej

lone Jacobs

Iris Zander

Jackie Hoeschen
Jackie Schoenfelder
Jake Wegman
Janel Morgan
Jennifer Thesing
Jenny Powlish
Jesicca Tunnell
Jessica Platz
John Fure

Judy Bednar
Julie Keller Dornbush
Kalli Kruzel

Karen Hansmann
Kathy Johannes
Kelly Doss

Ken Schimnich
Kendall Kutz
Kristen Koskinen
Lacey Solheid
Laura Miller
Logan Lietzau
Lynn Mcclelland
Marie Hegna
Mark Halsby
Marla Spencer
Mary McGowan
Mary Sehnert
Melissa Orth
Michelle Malakowsky
Naomi Colt
Nicole Hoover
Nina Wegman
Olivia Cowley
Pam Frakes

Pam Frakes
Patty Petermier
Rachel Gauthier
Randy Kruzel
Rennee Roob
Roger Spencer
Sam Zimmerman
Sara Maciej
Shashi Prakash
Shirley Springer
Stacy Kapsner
Stephanie Burdick
Terri Christensen
Tonia Maciegj
Trevor Zander
Virginia Tagney
Waylen Zander
Wayne Hansmann
Zurya Anjum

mAN
THANKS

To all of our
donors and
volunteers
listed here and
to anyone we
may have
missed. Thank
you for
supporting our
organization
this year!
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IN LOVING MEMORY...

BriAnna Kruzel
Larry Betts
Phedon Anderson
Lisa Brisse
Marcia Carlson
Darlene Kruzel
Stanley Czech
Hayden Edstrom
Brenda Fussy
Karina
Karl Hegna
Judi Hennes
Donna Scholl
Rayna Danger
Mary Kruzel
John Kruzel
Teri Svendsen
Brian, Clarence Lesniak
John Lund
Kate Marty
Roger Nelson
Jeanette Nelson
Mason Neu
Clarence & Audrey Posch
Edana
Andy Schneider
Claudette Scepaniak
Spencer
Monica Buchite
Ryan Voss
Diane Edwards
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HOW TO HELP

FINANCIAL

THRIVENT FINANCIAL

IN-KIND DONATIONS

EVENT SPONSORSHIPS

DONATE NOW

WALMART SPARKGOOD

VOLUNTEER NEEDS

« BECOME A BOARD MEMBER E| hy 'E|

"u

[=]

LEARN MORE ON

e« FACILITATE A GROUP OUR WEBSITE

« JOIN A COMMITTEE

e 1:1 COMPANION



No one should grieve alone.

BRE2

PROGRAM OF
WHAT WOULD BRI DO

320.217.2029 | brislodge.com | 406 Great Oak Drive, Waite Park, MN 56387 20




